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Message from the President
 Dear Colleagues, 

Spring is in the air…

For the board members of the California Association for the 
Gifted, this time of year represents reflection of CAG’s 
recent annual conference, and anticipation of the 
organization’s future events.

In March we welcomed 800 colleagues, including presenters 
from across the nation and abroad, to San Diego for our 56th 
annual conference. We tripled our parent involvement this 
year and plan for continued growth as we work to enhance 
our support of parents throughout California. Arrangements 
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CAG NEWSLETTER 
Every child deserves a free, public, and appropriate education.

Three Tips to Support 
the Social-Emotional 
Needs of your Child 
this Summer 

Cindy Z Hansen  

CAG Parent Representative, 

Pacific Region 

Freedom!  The best part of 
summer is the long summer 
days that are open to 
possibilities.  Yet with the 
freedom that summer 
brings, some children may 
experience anxiety, 
loneliness, and over-
scheduling.  Here are three 
ways to help support your 
child during the summer 
months.  
Free to Unwind:  The 
transition from a highly 
scheduled school week to 
the relaxed informal 
routines of summer can 
invoke anxiety in some 
children.  
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are underway for the 
2019 conference in Palm 
Springs which will be 
held February 22-24, 
2019.

We also participated in 
the National Association 
for Gifted Children 
(NAGC) Leadership and 
Advocacy Conference in 
Washington, D.C. CAG 
is aligning leadership 
practices with NAGC to 
achieve a shared vision 
through a strategic 
framework focusing on 
Minds, Policies, and Practices. The California Association 
for the Gifted believes that gifted students are found in all 
populations and grade levels. As state leaders our priority is 
to effectively support the promotion of a global 
representation of gifted learners that is democratic and 
inclusive in our schools, communities, and advocacy 
organizations. 

In April CAG’s board gathered in Sacramento for the last 
meeting of this school year. We solidified plans for our 
summer institutes which will be held in Sacramento and 
Orange County. We researched legislative opportunities and 
alignments to support gifted children, and we discussed 
opportunities for new committee work that supports the 
changing needs of gifted learners throughout the state. To 
support the many districts that are inquiring about ways to 
provide services for their advanced learners, our education 
committee is creating a toolkit to guide schools and districts 
through best practices at varying levels of programs and 

services.

This July we will 
welcome new board 
members for the 
2018-2019 term. We 
are grateful to the 
dedicated members 
who are completing 
their terms and thank 
all for the time and 
leadership they have 
provided to the board. 
Please visit our 
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Three Tips to Support 
the Social-Emotional 
Needs of your Child 
this Summer 

While it is important to 
allow for unstructured time 
and let boredom transition 
into creativity, it is also 
necessary to have an 
overarching structure to the 
day or week so that the 
passage of time is felt and 
appreciated. Create family 
routines that include a 
window to wake up and go 
to sleep, and a time to be 
physically active, to read (to 
the family pet or as a family), 
and to make their own 
snacks. These gentle 
routines may help sensitive 
children cope with the open 
expectations of summer 
freedom.  
Free to Choose:  Summer 

is the perfect time for 
children to choose their own 
activities and to explore 
ideas that they could not 
pursue during the school 
year. Between camps and 
special classes and 
opportunities, be sure to 
“schedule” down time for 
your child so they have the 
time to ponder, try, 
abandon, reinvent, fail, and 
engage in their creative 
inner selves.  When you 
notice a child abandoning a 
project, consider if the 
cause might be a logistics 
issue or a lack of 
organizational skills before 
intervening. 
(continued)  
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website to find the representatives for your region and 
please reach out to them for assistance.

We hope to see you at one of our summer institutes, or at a 
regional meeting in the weeks ahead. Thank you for your 
continued support of CAG, and for the advocacy work you 
do for gifted children, their educators, and their families.

Warmly,

Ann Smith 
CAG Executive Board- President 

Legislative Action Update 

CAG was honored to send 
our Legislative Action 
Chair, Kari Hanson-Smith, 
to participate in the 
National Association for 
Gifted Children (NAGC) 
Leadership and Advocacy 
conference in Washington 
D.C. in March. California 
Association for the Gifted 
is a state affiliate of 
NAGC. As a part of this conference, Kari was able to network 
with leaders in gifted education from across the country. There 
are great lessons to learn from other states similar to California, 
with local control for education funding, that have been able to 
enact legislation in support of the needs of gifted learners.  
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Three Tips to Support 
the Social-Emotional 
Needs of your Child 
this Summer 

Facilitate instead of 
directing by asking, , “I 
wonder …?” instead of, 
“Why don’t you…”.  Keep a 
box handy for toilet-paper 
rolls, recyclables, and 
interesting packaging:  
anything that can help the 
creative process.  
Free to Socialize: Children 

may feel isolated or lonely 
during the summer months 
if they rely on school for 
their social interactions.  
While some kids may have 
neighborhood friends who 
naturally congregate, others 
may need a little help to 
make those connections. 
Making dates with friends is 
a skill that often takes a little 
coaching, a little 
brainstorming, and the 
coordination of the family 
needs of all concerned.  For 
those who have been lonely 
at school, this is an 
opportunity to help them 
connect with peers who 
have similar mindsets and 
interests by signing up for 
camps and classes.  Help 
your child make decisions 
about their summer 
activities that will include 
keeping in touch with 
friends and seeking those 
peers that will become their 
“peeps.” 

Have a great summer!  

Kari and NAGC Executive Director, René Islas
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As a part of the conference, Kari was able 
to garner meetings with staff in both 
Senator Kamala Harris’s and Senator 
Dianne Feinstein’s offices to request 
continued support for the Javits program.  
For Fiscal Year 2019, we asked that financial 
support for Javits be increased to $32 
million. That level of funding would create 
enough funds for each state to be eligible 
for 2 research grants. It would be an 
exciting increase from the current funding 
level of $12 million. In an especially 
exciting turn of events, Senator Feinstein 
signed on to the letter supporting Javits 
and the increased funding! 

We also asked for guarantees that language 
specifically supporting “gifted” students be included in the final versions of both the House and Senate 
Higher Education Act legislation.  This work is ongoing, as NAGC and state affiliate organizations such 
as CAG work to ensure that gifted learners are identified in legislation pertaining to education.

An unexpected experience for Kari was being able to sit in the audience while Secretary of Education, 
Betsy DeVos, testified to the House subcommittee on Labor, Health & Human Services, Education about 
her proposed cuts to the Department of Education Budget.  California’s diverse and underserved students 
have strong advocates in Representatives Barbara Lee and Lucille Roybal-Allard. It was inspiring to hear 
them ask powerful questions.

In the coming months, CAG will be sharing information with our members about a few bills moving 
through the California Legislature that CAG has endorsed. These bills support the arts, students in 
poverty, and students who are English Learners. It is an exciting time to advocate for California’s diverse 
gifted students.  Follow us on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter to learn more about what you can do.
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Why should you attend the 2018 CAG Summer 
Institute? 
Krisa Muller

CAG Executive Board- Secretary

The CAG Summer Institute provides an opportunity to have front-row seats to demonstration classrooms 
featuring exemplary differentiated curriculum aligned to content standards and written by the California 

Association for the Gifted Education Committee. Spend the morning with students and the afternoon with 
leading experts in gifted pedagogy learning how to implement instructional strategies into your classroom 
for gifted learners. Two opportunities are available for you to participate in the CAG Summer Institute: 

 

Summer Institute 2018

Northern California Southern California

Students: June 25-29, 2018 
Teachers: June 27-29, 2018

Students: July 23-27, 208 
Teachers: July 25 - 27, 2018

Sacramento City Unified School District Fullerton School District

Phoebe Hearst Elementary 
1410 60th Street 

Sacramento, CA 95819

Robert C. Fisler Elementary 
1350 Starbuck Street 
Fullerton, CA 92883

To register, click here. To register, click here. 
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With your registration, you can see how gifted education will meet the needs of California’s state priorities:

Priority 1 - Basic Services

◦ Materials used to educate the gifted have benefits for all. By incorporating gifted strategies and 
materials with all, you “lift all boats with the rising tide”.

Priority 2 - Implementation of State Standards

◦ Gifted strategies work for all students. They align with the higher-level questioning and critical 
thinking outlined in the state standards. We have experts in all curricular areas waiting to share 

their best practices that you can take back to your classroom and implement on Monday.

Priority 3 - Parental Involvement

◦ This is an opportunity for parents to come and 
explore what gifted education should look like 

in the classroom.

Priority 4 - Pupil Achievement & Priority 7 - Course Access

◦ By providing gifted curriculum to our students, 
we set them on a pathway for success and open 

doors  to  higher  level  coursework  in  high 

school.  Differentiation  (depth,  complexity, 

acceleration,  and  novelty)  provide  students 

with an opportunity to reveal and express their 

potential.  Learn how to differentiate content, 

process, product as you prepare your students 

for college and/or career futures.

Registration Rates

Member $395

Non-Member $495

Group price per person (5 or more) $385

Registration Questions? 

Call (909) 522-7274 or Email jharpercag@gmail.com
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Priority 5 - Pupil Engagement & Priority 6 - School Climate

◦ A gifted curriculum and mindset makes for an engaging 
community  of  scholars.  Open-ended  questioning  techniques,  in-

depth  learning  opportunities,  individualized  learning  pathways 

engage student and teacher alike. When a student is engaged, the 

school becomes a place to be. Avoidance behaviors diminish, time 

on task increases, and student performance improves.

Priority 8 - Other Pupil Outcomes

◦ We  want  our  students  to  leave  our  classrooms  with 
abilities beyond math and English. Gifted learning and projects that 

tap into a  student’s  interest  and potential  could lead to working 

with a mentor or in an apprenticeship program to enable students 

to work with like-minded peers.

 

www.cagifted.org � �7

http://www.cagifted.org

