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Faculty

Bridges Graduate School faculty, consultants, and
advisors are scholars, authors, experienced
teachers, researchers and professionals. They come
with a respected international reputation in the
fields that comprise cognitive diversity.

For more information:  graduateschool.bridges.edu
or email Henry.Nicols@bridges.edu

Degrees & Certificate Programs

•Master of Education (M.Ed.) in Cognitive Diversity

•Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) in Cognitive Diversity

•Certificate in Twice-Exceptional (2e) Education

The Bridges Graduate School of Cognitive Diversity 
in Education seeks to inspire and develop innovative 
leaders of positive change. Drawing broadly from 
the fields of education and positive psychology, our 
courses explore the intersection of cognitive diversity, 
talent, interest, and motivation as they relate to 
gifted, regular, and special education, and to the more 
complex profiles of twice-exceptional students. 

Graduates will be prepared for a broad range of 
careers in education and policy. 

Our classes are conducted primarily online and 
also include a two-week summer residency at our 
campus in Studio City, Ca., featuring interaction with 
2e students and advanced seminars with on-site 
professors. Graduate students also participate in 
practicums and internship experiences.

BRIDGES GRADUATE SCHOOL OF
COGNITIVE DIVERSITY

RALPH WALDO EMERSON is believed to have been twice-exceptional, or 2E, referring to the fact 
that he was a literary genius (one exception) and was thought to be challenged with ADD / ADHD 
(the other exception).

*

www.bridges.edu                            818.506.1091                             doug.lenzini@bridges.edu

LEARN MORE ABOUT: 
•  High school Young Experts Program
•  Middle school enrichment clusters
•  Phoenix (lower school) Intersessions
•  Career opportunities at Bridges Academy 2E*

Bridges educates gifted students who learn 
differently. Our college-prep program is 
strength-based, student-centered, and life-
changing.
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Conference 
Program 

Conference
Committee 
The California Association for the 
Gifted Conference has been held 
for 57 years in the state of California 
and is the largest event to support 
the parents, educators, and 
administrators who meet the needs, 
interests, and abilities of diverse 
gifted learners. 

Ambiance: Dr. Alison DeMark 

Awards: Dana Reupert/Dr. Julia Nyberg 

College Credit: Dana Reupert/Cathy Estrada 

Conference Chair: Krista Landgraf 

Drawings: Christina Desiderio 

Exhibits/Vendors: Jen Harper/Mike Harper/
Christina Desiderio/Paul Bailey 

Hospitality: Dr. Alison DeMark 

Legislation: Kari Hanson Smith 

Parent Day: Julie Hull 

Pre-Conference: Dr. Sandra Kaplan/Dr. Jessica 
Manzone 

Presentation: Ann Smith/ Krista Landgraf/Dr. 
Sandra Kaplan/Dr. Jessica Manzone 

Publicity: Dr. Julia Nyberg 

Registration: Krisa Muller 

Saturday Social: Sue Ann Bussey/Julie Hull 

Signs: Lynda Vo 

Solutions: Jen Harper/Kathy Alexander 

Technology: Paula Simka 

Volunteers: Gretchen Stanerson
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Conference 
Program 

CAG Board 
members 
Founded in 1961, the California 
Association for the Gifted is an 
organization of educators, parents, 
and community members who 
believe that just as giftedness is 
deÞned by diverse academic, 
social, and emotional traits and 
abilities, giftedness is also 
identiÞed within the diverse 
Preschool – 12th grade student 
populations in our schools.

EXECUTIVE BOARD  

Ann Smith, President  
Krista Landgraf, President-Elect 
Sue Ann Bussey, Educator Chair  
Julie Hull, Parent Chair 
Jennette Harper, Treasurer 
Paul Bailey, Treasurer 
Krisa Muller, Secretary 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Dr. Julia Nyberg 

CHAIRS 

Christina Desiderio 
 Visual & Performing Arts Chair 
Dr. Sandra Kaplan 
 Education Committee Chair 
Dana Reupert 
 Membership/Public Relations Chair 
Kathy Alexander 
 Diverse Needs Committee Chair 
Kari Hanson-Smith 
 Legislative Action Chair 
Paula Simka & Dr. Julia Nyberg 
 Publications/Technology Chairs  

REGIONAL REPRESENATIVES 

Gretchen Stanerson 
 Educator Representative - Bay Area 
Karen Bendelman 
 Parent Representative - Bay Area 
Kari Hanson-Smith 
 Educator Representative - Capitol 
Dr. Julia Nyberg 
 Educator Representative - Joshua Tree 
Lynda Vo 
 Parent Representative - Joshua Tree 
Catherine Estrada 
 Educator Representative - Mission 
Christina Desiderio 
 Parent Representative - Mission 
Dr. Alison DeMark 
 Educator Representative - Orange 
Patricia Chiles 
 Parent Representative - Orange 
Raina Arellano 
 Educator Representative - PaciÞc  
Cindy Hanson 
 Parent Representative - PaciÞc 
Suzanne Hagen 
 Parent Representative - Palomar 
Jana Revels 
 Educator Representative - Redwood 
Susan Graulty 
 Educator Representative - Santa Lucia 
Paula Simka 
 Parent Representative - Santa Lucia
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Welcome
Dear Colleagues, 

Welcome to Palm Springs and the 57th Annual 
conference of the California Association for the 
Gifted! We are honored to share this time with 
you. 

Over this weekend we welcome more than 1,200 
attendees including educators, parents, and 
community members. This year we continue to 
celebrate the momentum building throughout 
the state to support gifted and twice-exceptional 
learners from all backgrounds. It is by coming 
together as a community that our voices become 
stronger as we advocate for the needs of gifted 
and 2e children and their families throughout 
California. 

We are grateful to introduce our esteemed 
keynote speakers, Dr. Edward Ahmend, Dr. Sally 
Reis, and Dr. Joseph Renzulli. They will be 
sharing their latest research and discussing best 
practices in their respective Þelds of study. They 
will be joined by many wonderful professionals 
presenting throughout the course of the 
weekend. 

Our conference is structured in domain-speciÞc 
strands. We are extremely proud to announce a 
new 2e / Twice-Exceptional strand which was 
made possible by a generous grant through the 
California Foundation for Gifted Education. 
Please enjoy the many presentation choices that 

are offered over the weekend as well as our 
exhibit hall where you will Þnd relevant books, 
supplemental teaching materials, and several 
boutique retailers.  

Be sure to join us Friday from 4:00 - 6:00 pm for 
our ofÞcial 57th Annual Conference kickoff in the 
Oasis. Saturday afternoon unwind with your CAG 
Representatives at our Regional Social & Happy 
Hour from 4:45 - 7:00 pm in the exhibit hall. This 
event is structured to create opportunities to 
connect, unwind, and enjoy fun and lively 
conversations with friends and colleagues. 

Please download the #CAGcon 2019 App to stay 
up-to-date on the conference offerings, as well 
as to learn about local attractions, events, and 
discounts in the lovely town of Palm Springs.  

We wish you a wonderful conference as you 
reconnect with friends and meet new colleagues 
who inspire your work with gifted and 2e 
children and their families. Thank you all for 
sharing the weekend with us!  

Warmest Regards, 

Ann Smith - President            

Krista Landgraf - President-Elect/Conference 
Chair
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From your Parent Chair
Dear Parents,  

On behalf of the California Association for the 
Gifted (CAG), it is my pleasure to welcome you to 
CAG’s 57th Annual Conference for administrators, 
teachers, and parents. This year's conference 
reßects the goal of educators to nurture the whole 
child so that they can successfully compete in the 
21st century global society.  We are conÞdent that 
today’s sessions will be both instructive and 
empowering. 

If you are interested in a targeted set of messages 
about giftedness in the classroom, a special CAG 
parent strand is designed for you. Sessions 
include: advocacy, social emotional needs, and 
what you may expect in your child’s classroom. If 
you would like to branch out on your own, there 
are a number of other impactful sessions designed 
with parents in mind. 

In closing, CAG recognizes that parents are our 
greatest asset to make changes both locally and 
statewide. Together, we can make a difference for 
children throughout California by raising 
awareness around giftedness, advocating for 
gifted services, and supporting organizations that 
provide services for gifted and twice-exceptional 
students.  

The Exhibit Hall is open until 11:00 a.m. and is a 
great place to Þnd the latest books, games and 
information on gifted education and services. 

On behalf of the CAG Conference Committee, we 
invite you to enjoy a day of learning and 
collaboration with others who advocate for gifted 
education. 

Thank you for attending Parent Day and 
supporting the California Association for the 
Gifted (CAG). 

Julie Hull 

Parent Chair 

California Association for the Gifted 
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From your EDUCATOR Chair
Dear Colleagues, 

Thank you for choosing to attend the 2019 CAG 
Conference on gifted education.   

We are thrilled to offer Keynote sessions led by 
two of the leading researchers in gifted 
education, Dr. Joseph Renzulli and Dr. Sally Reis.  

 In addition to the Keynote sessions, we have 
compiled many interesting breakout sessions in 
strands such as Differentiated Curriculum, the 
Social and Emotional Needs of Gifted Learners, 
Technology, and Pathways to Ah-Ha.   

Last year, many CAG Conference attendees 
asked for additional information on supporting 
2E children, so this year, we arranged for noted 
experts to present valuable information in a 
specialized 2E strand. 

We are excited for you to come to the 
conference to learn and also to ENJOY 
yourselves!   

Please make sure to stop by the Exhibit Hall 
throughout the weekend.  CAG Board members 
are here to assist you, so please stop by our 
Solutions or Technology desks with any 
questions.  

We encourage you to attend two fun events we 
have planned for you:   

• Conference Kickoff on Friday evening 
(4:00-6:00 pm)  

• Saturday Social on Saturday evening (4:45 – 
7:00 pm)  

We are honored to host you for our 2019 
Conference!  

Sue Ann Bussey 

Educator Chair 

California Association for the Gifted  
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ARETEEM 
INSTITUTE

Areteem

Providing in-depth math & STEM programs to 

students and teachers since 2004. Its curriculum 

covers conceptual understanding, problem-solving, 

and real-world applications.  

Accreditations & Associations 

 
Tel: 9493051705   Email: info@areteem.org 

www.areteem.org

Math & STEM online live & video courses

Summer/Winter Math & STEM Camps 

ZIML - Zoom International Math League 

Math problem-solving & competition books

Areteem Intelligence Planet - a STEM gym 

 
College Counseling Program 

After-school math and engineering program

Build the path to success for college and beyond

Programs offered
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ASSISTANCE  

If you need information or assistance, visit 
Solutions at the Registration desk, or ask 
anyone wearing a CAG badge.  

INTERNET ACCESS 

Internet access will be available throughout the 
conference area.  

Network: CAGCON19 

Password: CAGCON19 

Should you have any difÞculties, please check 
with the Solutions desk near Registration.  

EXHIBIT HALL HOURS 

Friday: 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.  

Saturday: 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 7:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  

LOST AND FOUND  

Look for lost articles and turn in found ones at 
the Solutions desk near Registration. 

CONFERENCE GUIDE
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CONFERENCE BADGE AND TICKETS 

Your conference badge is your entrance 
ticket into all sessions. You are welcome to 
bring guests into the Exhibit Hall. Your 
conference badge is required for all food.  

PROGRAM CHANGES  

Any program changes will occur in the 
#CAGcon 2019 conference app available 
on your Apple or Android device.  

SMOKE-FREE POLICY  

Smoking is prohibited in all meeting 
rooms, adjoining hallways, restrooms, and 
the exhibit area.  

EVALUATIONS 

We welcome your feedback! Please 
complete the conference evaluation.  

SOCIAL MEDIA  

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter throughout the conference. Use the 
hashtag #CAGcon and tag us using 
@cagifted to get social about GATE!

CONFERENCE GUIDE
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Keynote Speakers

Talent Denied and Talent Lost: Challenges and Compromises of Gifted Girls and Women

Dr. Sally Reis.  
University of Connecticut, Letitia Neag Morgan Chair in Educational Psychology, Board of Trustees 
Distinguished Professor, University Teaching Fellow 

DESCRIPTION 
This keynote will focus on the loss of talents of girls and women across the country and the globe, and 
the implications of that phenomenon on diminished creativity, leadership, innovation, and creative 
productivity. The keynote will conclude with a positive call to action on how educators and researchers 
can make a difference in helping girls and women to develop their talents. 

ABOUT THE SPEAKER 
Dr. Sally Reis is the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs, a Board of Trustee Distinguished Professor, and a 
Teaching Fellow in Educational Psychology at the University of Connecticut. Dr. Reis was a public school 
teacher and administrator for 15 years, prior to her work at UConn. Dr. Reis has authored more than 250 
articles, books, book chapters, monographs, and technical reports. Dr. Reis is a past-president of The 
National Association for Gifted Children. 

Dr. Sally Reis 

Educator Keynote 

The Jeanne Delp Lecture 

Saturday, February 23rd 

9:00-10:15 a.m. 

Oasis 
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Keynote Speakers

The Other Goal of Gifted Education: Promoting Emotional Development And Social Responsibility 
through The Use Of Co-Cognitive Skills

Dr. Joe Renzulli 
University of Connecticut, Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor 

DESCRIPTION 
The overall goal of gifted education is to increase the world’s reservoir of creative and productive 
people; however, we also want to prepare young people to be committed to making the world a better 
place. This presentation will brießy review the conception of giftedness and the pedagogical 
approaches underlying the Schoolwide Enrichment Model, with an emphasis on a broadened view of 
human potential. The major focus will be on the ways we can prepare young people to develop an 
empathic value system and commitment to using their talents to make beneÞcial changes in society. The 
relationship between creativity and task commitment, combined with the primary executive functions 
necessary for carrying out socially active projects, will be illustrated through case studies that highlight 
the co-cognitive characteristics necessary for social change and creative productivity. 

ABOUT THE SPEAKER 
Dr. Joseph Renzulli is a leader and pioneer in gifted education and applying the pedagogy of gifted 
education teaching strategies to all students. The American Psychological Association named him 
among the 25 most inßuential psychologists in the world. He received the Harold W. McGraw, Jr. Award 
for Innovation in Education, considered by many to be "the Nobel" for educators and was a consultant 
to the White House Task Force on Education of the Gifted and Talented. 

Dr. Joseph Renzulli  

Educator Keynote 

Sunday, February 24th 

9:00-10:30 a.m.  

Oasis 
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Keynote Speakers

Outsmart Your Smart Child: Practical Strategies for Parenting Gifted Kids
Dr. Edward R. Amend. Amend Psychological Services, P.S.C., Clinical Psychologist 

DESCRIPTION 
Parents play an essential role, particularly in a gifted child's early education years and proper parenting 
is often a concern for families with gifted children. How can we know if we are doing the right things? 
The presenter, co-author of A Parent’s Guide to Gifted Children, will provide practical advice for 
parenting a gifted child. Topics of discussion will include fostering communication, developing 
discipline, improving motivation, managing stress, moderating perfectionism, and nurturing positive 
family relationships. Spanish translation available.  

ABOUT THE SPEAKER 
Dr. Amend is the co-author of two award-winning books: A Parent’s Guide to Gifted Children; and 
Misdiagnosis and Dual Diagnoses of Gifted Children and Adults: ADHD, Bipolar, OCD, Asperger’s, 
Depression, and Other Disorders. Dr. Amend has authored or co-authored a number of articles, book 
chapters, and columns about gifted children. Dr. Amend has served on the Board of Directors of 
Supporting Emotional Needs of Gifted (SENG), as the President of the Kentucky Association for Gifted 
Education (KAGE), and Chair for the National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) Counseling 
Network.  

Dr. Edward Amend  

Parent Keynote 

Sunday, February 24th 

7:45-9:00 a.m.  

Oasis
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Jeanne Delp Keynote

When you come to the CAG conference each year, there are many presenters. Naturally, these are the 
people of today’s generation. At the same time, we also honor those of past generations who laid the 
foundation for this organization. This year the California Association for the Gifted will honor Jeanne 
Delp at the Keynote by Dr.Sally Reis on Saturday, at 9:00am.  

We list below some of the reasons that Jeanne Delp is probably the most memorable of all the 
founders of the California Association for the Gifted.  

• Jeanne’s insight for gifted children was razor sharp.  

• She often expressed that insight in pithy statements.  

• “Growth is painful,” she would say to her group of teachers. Most of the time this was aimed 
more at the teachers than the children.  

• “NEVER feed weakness,” she would tell parents and teachers when they had to guide a child 
through hard times, as their own judgment and stamina would wane.  

• Her maxims---and there were many---became etched into one’s character and became a 
teaching tool for students and parents... and especially teachers. 
teachers of the gifted who come to this yearly conference.  

• Her impact is always here as we now have a whole new generation of teachers who attend the 
conference.

Dr. Sally Reis 

Educator Keynote 

The Jeanne Delp Lecture 

Saturday, February 23rd 

9:00-10:15 a.m. 

Oasis 
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Jenny Rinn

Distinguished Service 
Award winners

Jenny Rinn is the Lower School Director at The Brandeis School 
of San Francisco. She holds a Master of Science in Education 
from Sarah Lawrence College and a Bachelor of Arts from The 
University of Texas at Austin. She has been in education for 20 
years in both public and independent schools in three different 
states. She began her career at Riverdale Country School in New 
York City, later returned to her hometown of Austin, Texas and 
taught in the Austin Independent School District, and Þnally 
settled on the West Coast where she was both teacher and 
administrator at Keys School and Periwinkle School in Palo Alto. 
Jenny taught third grade at The Nueva School in Hillsborough 
from 2013-16 where she became a quick study of gifted learners. 
In her current position, she strives to serve gifted children on an 
institutional level through programmatic initiatives and 
partnerships with families. 

Dr. Danielle Culbertson has been serving gifted students and 
their teachers for the past six years in her role as Program 
Specialist for Gifted and Talented Education in the San 
Bernardino City UniÞed District. In this role, she has redesigned 
her districtÕs GATE CertiÞcation Training and has trained 
hundreds of teachers from Transitional Kindergarten – 12th

grades in differentiation strategies for advanced learners. Dr. 
Culbertson’s trainings are structured as a hybrid learning model, 
incorporating both face to face and virtual learning, as well as 
practical classroom implementation activities, and teachers may 
also earn university credits for their participation. Once teachers 
have earned their initial GATE certiÞcation, Dr. Culbertson has 
also created additional layers of professional development in 
the areas of differentiated lesson design and the incorporation 
of Thinking Maps for advanced learners. In addition to her work 
with teachers, Dr. Culbertson works directly with gifted students 
by providing summer enrichment programs as well as support 
for parents of gifted students through parent informational 
meetings and individual support and advocacy. 

Dr. Danielle Culbertson
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Distinguished Service 
Award winners

Karyn Thielen

Karyn Thielen is an outstanding GATE teacher who works in 
Oceanside UniÞed School District.  She participated as a teacher 
within several Javits grants developed by Dr. Sandra Kaplan at 
the University of Southern California.  For twenty years, she has 
specialized in developing second language learners who are 
being raised in challenging circumstances into inquiring scholars.   
She is active in the San Diego County GATE community as an 
advocate for identiÞcation of underserved and diverse gifted 
students.  Karyn implements high quality GATE practices in her 
classroom and supports other educators as a demonstration 
teacher.

Michele Waggoner serves as the Intervention and GATE specialist 
at Mesa Union School and is an integral member of Tri-county 
GATE Council, supporting the PaciÞc Region of CAG.  Those who 
are fortunate enough to know Michele are not surprised that her 
Twitter account (dedicated to creative education) states: “In every 
job there must be done, there is an element of fun.Ó 

MicheleÕs innovative ideas and ability to motivate and encourage 
students, teachers and parents alike, is unparalleled. For parents, 
she holds bi-monthly GATE Advisory Council Meetings and 
arranges SENG workshops.  For teachers, she ensures that every 
grade level has a GATE-certiÞed teacher to understand the needs 
of the gifted students.  For the students, she arranges an endless 
array of creative activities including independent projects, super 
quizzes, and charity-driven lemonade stands.

Michelle Wagner
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Distinguished Service 
Award winners

Kimberly Baljet

Kimberly Baljet is currently a GATE certiÞed teacher and GATE 
coordinator for Bridgeport Elementary School in Santa Clarita. 
With 17 years of teaching experience working with GATE students 
3rd-6th grades, KimberlyÕs responsibilities include supporting 
teachers with their GATE students, designing curriculum, and 
providing after-school enrichment for the GATE population. 
KimberlyÕs GATE students have participated in breaking out of 
escape rooms for collaborative problem solving, solving a CSI 
mystery, and becoming spies at the spy school. Once a year 
Kimberly holds a GATE parent night where she brings in guest 
speakers from CAG and other organizations to educate parents 
about supporting their GATE students. This year KimberlyÕs team 
has developed a GATE advisory committee to help facilitate 
communication between all of the stakeholders at the school site.  

Nereida Prado proves her commitment to gifted children 
through her tireless work to provide equity and access to gifted 
programs and services to all students. She has served Orange 
County teachers and the Santa Ana community in multiple 
capacities for the past eighteen years. Starting as a K-8 
classroom teacher, she worked as the siteÕs GATE teacher, GATE 
coordinator, district GATE trainer and presenter for the Orange 
County GATE conference.  

Nereida continues to advocate for gifted students with a focus 
on underserved gifted students in her school district and across 
the county. For the past Þve years, as the Santa Ana UniÞed K-12 
GATE Program Specialist, she has fostered the development of 
gifted services across the Þfty-four schools in SAUSD and has 
been instrumental in expanding gifted services in secondary 
schools. Each year she facilitates numerous trainings on GATE 
best practices for identiÞcation, instruction, differentiation, as 
well as social and emotional needs.

Nereida Prado
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Award of Achievement 

Marie Thornsberry 

Marie Thornsberry is the parent of two adult gifted sons. She has 
been involved with gifted education as both a teacher and 
administrator and recently retired from the Rialto UniÞed School 
District after thirty-three years. Marie has served on the CAG 
board for over Þfteen years in various roles, such as Parent 
Representative and Educator Representative for the Joshua Tree 
Region, Parent Chair, Conference Chair, and most recently, she 
served as CAG President. She continues to advocate for 
appropriate services for gifted learners and enjoys working with 
parents to assist them in advocating for their children. 

Jennette Harper 

Jennette Harper has been a teacher and administrator for the 
past thirty-nine years in Southern California. Jennette has worked 
with Gifted children in mathematics as a teacher. As an 
administrator, she oversaw the GATE services for the Rialto 
UniÞed School District until she retired in 2016. Jennette worked 
with the identiÞcation and placement of the students, curriculum 
and instruction, differentiation and teacher training. Jennette was 
instrumental in bringing in partnerships for training teachers and 
assisting them in earning their GATE certiÞcation. Jennette is the 
mother of two gifted adult children. Currently, Jennette is the 
Chief Financial OfÞcer for the California Association for the 
Gifted and volunteers her time to continue the work of meeting 
the needs of all students and supporting educators in that 
process. 
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Presentation strands
Sessions are grouped into strands to aid in 
planning your schedule, but some sessions 
may be applicable to several strands. We 
suggest you read the descriptions and feel 
free to mix strands to meet your interests and 
needs.  

DIFFERENTIATION in the Core Content Areas: 
Science, Math, Literature, History, and the Arts 

ADMINISTRATION: Roles, services, programs, 
and teacher development 

GIFTEDNESS: Characteristics, behaviors, and 
diverse populations  

AFFECTIVE: Gifted affective development, 
social and emotional, bullying, and self-identity  

CHALLENGING CURRICULUM: Lessons and 
units of study  

TECHNOLOGY: Integration and digital literacy  

PATHWAYS TO AH-HA!: Sessions where 
educators experience the GATE standards in 
theory and practice 

2E: Twice exceptional learners and their social, 
emotional, and intellectual needs 

PARENT: Sessions that focus on information for 
parents of gifted children 

LEGISLATIVE: A focus on legislative policy and 
Þscal support for gifted programs 

IDENTIFICATION: Structure and support for 
the identiÞcation of diverse gifted learners 
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Schedule at-a-glance
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22  

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.   Plenary Session 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.   Classroom Demonstration Lessons 

1:00 p.m.  - 3:15 p.m.   Curriculum Writing and Planning 

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.   Conference Kickoff  

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

7:45 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.   Concurrent breakout sessions 

9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.   Keynote Session 

10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.   Concurrent breakout sessions 

11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.   Exhibit Hall Session 

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.   Lunch 

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.   Concurrent breakout sessions 

2:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.   Concurrent breakout sessions 

3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.   Concurrent breakout sessions 

4:45 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.   Saturday Social 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24  

7:45 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.   Parent Keynote and Educator Concurrent breakout sessions  

9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.   Exhibit Hall Session 

9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.   Educator Keynote and Parent Concurrent breakout sessions 

10:40 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.    Concurrent breakout sessions 

11:50 a.m. - 12:50 p.m.   Concurrent breakout sessions 
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BRIDGES 2e CENTER 

VISION AND LEADERSHIP IN 2E EDUCATION
October 11-13, 2019

The Bridges 2e Center for Research and Professional Development will hold its 
third biennial symposium at the Garland hotel in North Hollywood, California.

Conference attendees will:
• Meet the 2019 2e Hall of Fame honorees at the induction dinner

• Listen to keynotes by leading experts in 2e education
• Participate in stimulating “Issues and Answers” forums

• Query panelists on best practices and research in 2e education
• Interact with other participants who share a strong interest in 2e education worldwide 

Keynote Speaker:

Debbie Reber, Author of 
Differently Wired

PRESENTS AMAZING OPPORTUNITIES FOR IN-DEPTH LEARNING IN 2019

STUDY WITH THE MASTERS 
July 21-26, 2019 

Spend six days learning from experts in the 2e field through 
keynote addresses, workshops across three focus areas, and 

daily advanced group seminars with a “master” of your choice. 

Focus areas include:
• Leadership for 2e-friendly schools

• Curriculum and instruction for 2e learners
• Understanding the complex minds of 2e learners

Event held at Bridges Academy in Studio City, California. Limited to 36 participants.

Visit bridges.edu for more info. Questions? Contact Kim Vargas at kim.vargas@bridges.edu
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DIGITAL PROGRAM
CREATE AN ACCOUNT 
Sign up for a free Sched account to create a 
custom schedule, network with other 
attendees, and take your event schedule on 
the go. Click “SIGN UP” to create an account 
using Facebook or your email. 

Go to www.sched.com or https://
cagcon.sched.com/ 

You will receive a welcome email with a link to 
view your proÞle and schedule. 

MAKE ACCOUNT PUBLIC 
You can display your proÞle in the attendee 
directory and make your schedule public. 

RECEIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
On the days of the event, Sched sends 
reminders with your schedule and links to 
leave feedback. You must opt-in to these 
automated emails. 

EDIT PROFILE 
Once you have created an account you can go 
to your settings page to add a photo and 
update your proÞle. 

DOWNLOAD THE APP 
You may download the app on your Google 
Android or iOS device by going to:  

http://sched.app/ 

DIRECTLY FROM YOUR BROWSER  

Go to https://cagcon.sched.com/ to view the 
program without downloading an app.  
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Pre-Conference
The Pre-Conference is a traditional part of 
the CAG conference. It provides 
participants with an opportunity to 
observe master teachers implementing 
differentiated curriculum to students 
across the grade levels. This year, students 
from the Desert Sands UniÞed School 
District will be the participants in the 
demonstration classrooms. We thank the 
students and their parents who made 
participation possible in the 
demonstration classrooms.  

The Master Teachers for each of the 
demonstration classrooms are educators 
who have a range of background 
experiences in curriculum, instruction, and 
gifted education.  

The purpose of the demonstration 
classrooms is to exemplify differentiated 
theories into classroom practices. The 
lessons provide a model that teachers can 
see in action as a means to deÞne and 
implement their own differentiated 
curriculum for gifted students in the 
context of their own classrooms.  

The seminar sessions will provide teachers 
with an opportunity to implement 
curricular techniques to differentiate the 
core or basic curriculum in their own 
classrooms.  
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Raffle
CAG’s regions have donated items for 
teachers and parents to create some 
very special rafße baskets. All drawingsÕ 
funds support scholarships for students 
and teachers.  

Drawings will be at the Saturday Social 
and on Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in the 
Exhibit Hall. Tickets are $1 each, 6 for 
$5, or 15 for $10. You may purchase 
your tickets from one of our CAG 
representatives at the Rafße Booth in the 
Exhibit Hall.  

Just drop your tickets into the box(es) 
that correspond with the basket(s) of 
your choice. Winning tickets will be 
posted on the wall behind the baskets.  

You do not have to be present to win, 
but will have to pick up your basket by 
10:00 a.m. on Sunday, after which time a 
new winner will be drawn.  

Please come by to see if you are the 
lucky winner!  
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CAG Summer Institute
Enhance your summer by attending a 2-3 
day teacher institute and demonstration 
school!  

CAG invites you to the 24th annual 
professional development experience that 
will introduce you to new strategies that 
reinforce critical thinking, problem solving, 
teaching the classics, introduction to the 
disciplines, creativity, use of technology, and 
developing politically savvy students.  

Start the school year with curriculum and 
instructional strategies to respond to 
intervention and differentiate the curriculum 
for gifted and talented students. 

If you are interested in: 

• Designing your own curriculum  

• Launching a new type of gifted/talented 
program at your school 

• Meeting the needs of all learners in a 
classroom differentiating the CCSS using 
elements from the GATE Standards  

Join us at one of our CAG Summer Institutes 
and Demonstration Schools!  

Watch for more information at 
www.cagifted.org and on Twitter, Facebook, 
and Instagram @cagifted   
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Student AWARDS
Barbara Clark Award  

Dr Barbara Clark, author of Growing Up 
Gifted and many journal articles, is a Past 
President of the World Council for Gifted 
and Talented Children, of NAGC, and of 
the California Association for the Gifted. 
She was named CSU, Los Angeles, 
Outstanding Professor of 1978–1979 
and received the World Council 
International Distinguished Service 
award in 2003. 

Language and writing have long been 
passions of Dr. Clark. This award is 
intended to honor and recognize high 
school students who strive to write both 
with clarity and vision and who 
demonstrate their passion for an idea 
and for the beauty of the written English 
language with a $100 award. 
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Student AWARDS
Nicholas Green Award  

A $500 check will be awarded to a 
California student by the Nicholas Green 
Foundation. This award is being 
distributed through the California 
Association for the Gifted and will be 
made to a California student currently in 
grades 3–6, who has distinguished him 
or herself in academics, leadership, or 
the arts.  

The Nicholas Green Foundation was 
established by Maggie and Reg Green to 
honor the memory of their seven-year-
old son, Nicholas, who was killed in a 
drive-by shooting while visiting Italy in 
1994. The Foundation awards 
scholarships to high-ability students to 
enable them to advance their education. 
The Greens also established the 
Distinguished Student Award because 
they felt it was important to recognize 
gifts and talents in children who are now 
at the age that Nicholas was when he 
died.  

The National Association for Gifted 
Children, in conjunction with their 
afÞliates, distribute one award in each of 
the 50 states. The California Association 
for the Gifted, as an afÞliate of NAGC, is 
the participating organization overseeing 
the award in California. 
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Dr. James Webb
It’s with a heavy heart that we announce 
that Dr. James T. Webb passed away 
Friday, July 27, 2018 while on vacation with 
family in Mexico. He was 78 years old. 
Jim was passionate about many things. He 
was an avid pilot, traveller, husband, father, 
grandfather, friend and colleague. As a 
psychologist, he was dedicated to 
furthering gifted education. In his free time 
he loved spending quality time with his 
family, scuba diving, volunteering for 
different causes and ßying his plane. He 
provided unconditional love and support 
and gave the best hugs. 
He is survived by his wife of 17 years, Janet 
Gore, and his daughters, Mary, Amy, Patty 
and Nadia, her daughters, Ellen and Anne, 
and their signiÞcant others and their 
grandchildren. They loved him and will 
miss him dearly, as will his friends around 
the globe. 
Jim was a well-known author and publisher 
who has written and edited numerous 
books. After retiring as an Associate Dean 
and professor from Wright State University 
(Ohio), he started the publishing company, 
Great Potential Press, through which he 
published dozens of books on different 
topics in the gifted Þeld. He was a pioneer 
in the Þeld of social and emotional needs 
of the gifted, for which cause he founded 
SENG (Supporting Emotional Needs of the 
Gifted). He is the recipient of many awards 
for his work, including the SENG lifetime 
achievement award. 
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CAG regions
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Save the date 

58th Annual CAG Conference 

February 21-23, 2020 

Palm Springs, CA
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NETWORK: CAGCON19 

PASSWORD: CAGCON19 

Find us, like us, and share us on social media!  

SOCIAL MEDIA: @cagifted  

HASHTAG: #CAGcon to share your conference experience 

Problems? Visit the Solutions table 

Internet Access
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Are you coming to the CAG Conference for the Þrst time?  

Conference-goers who have not been to a CAG 
Conference before are invited to attend the orientation 
table at the Conference Kickoff on Friday, February 22 at 
4:00 p.m. 

Members of the CAG board will answer questions and give 
insights helpful for newcomers planning their schedules. 

Are you a new-Bee?
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Visit Registration, Technology, or Solutions.  

All of these desks are located near the 

conference registration area.  

We are here to help! 

Do you have a question?
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A special thanks to Desert Sands UniÞed School 

District for partnering with the California 

Association for the Gifted in providing students 

for the observation classrooms during the Pre-

Conference on Friday. 

Thank you!
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EDUCATION WITH 
WORLD-CHANGING INVENTORS

The National Inventors Hall of Fame®, 
creators of Camp Invention®, offers several 

preschool through 9th grade educational programs 
designed to impact young minds through fun, 

hands-on activities infused with the spirit of innovation!

Please contact Desiree Langner 
at dlangner@invent.org

800.968.4332.  |  NIHFatmyschool@invent.org  | invent.org
In partnership with the United States Patent and Trademark Office

all activities are inspired by our 
National Inventors hall of fame inductees!

Become a cag member

Advocate for the 
intellectual, academic, 

social, and emotional needs 
of diverse gifted students 
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The following universities will offer continuing 
education (CE) units for attending the 57th 
Annual CAG Conference:  

• University of California Irvine Extension 

• University of California Riverside Extension  

• University of California San Diego Extension  

Detailed requirements will be available at the 
University Credit tables located inside of the 
Exhibit Hall.  

Hours for the University Credit tables:  

• Friday 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  Conference 
Kickoff 

• Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. Exhibit Hall 

• Sunday 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Exhibit Hall

University Credit
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DATE AND TIME SPEAKER ROOM TOPIC

Friday, February 22 
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Conference Kickoff Oasis

Saturday, February 23 
7:45 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. 

Saturday, February 23 
9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. Educator Keynote Oasis

Saturday, February 23 
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Saturday, February 23 
11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Exhibit Hall Session Exhibit Hall

Saturday, February 23 
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. Lunch Oasis

Saturday, February 23 
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Saturday, February 23 
2:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 

Saturday, February 23 
3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Saturday, February 23 
4:45 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Saturday Social Oasis 

Sunday, February 24 
7:45 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Parent Keynote Oasis

Sunday, February 24 
9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Exhibit Hall Session Exhibit Hall

Sunday, February 24 
9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Educator Keynote Oasis

Sunday, February 24 
10:40 a.m. - 11:40 a.m. 

Sunday, February 24 
11:50 a.m. - 12:50 p.m. 

CAG Conference 2019 worksheet
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Educator Panelists:  
Dr. Sandra Kaplan 

Dr. Jessica Manzone 
Dr. Thomas Hebert 

Dr. Jann Leppien  
Dr. Sue Baum 

Join us to kickoff the 57th Annual CAG 
Conference on  

Friday, February 22, 2019 
in the Oasis Room  
from 4:00-6:00 p.m.  

Kickoff #CAGcon 2019 with an Educator 
Panel with leaders in gifted education and a 
Þlm screening of 2E: Twice Exceptional 
movie. 
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CAG would like to invite you to a  
synergizing Happy Hour on  
Saturday, February 23rd 
from 4:45-7:00 p.m. in the Exhibit Hall. 

Take advantage of this special opportunity to get to 
know your regional representatives, make some new 
friends, and unwind with others after an exciting day at 
conference sessions. 

Join the fun!

February 23rd 

4:45-7:00 p.m. 

Exhibit Hall 

Appetizers 

Cash Bar
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O Pre-Conference R Registration S Social Event

Renaissance Ballroom Foyer

Oasis 3 Room

Oasis 3 Room

Oasis 3 Room

Renaissance Ballroom Foyer

Oasis 3 Room

Oasis 4 Room

57th Annual California Association for the Gifted Conference

FEBRUARY 22 • FRIDAY

  7:00am – 8:00am R Educator Pre-Conference Registration

  8:00am – 9:00am O CAG Pre-Conference: Plenary Session 

Speakers: Dr. Sandra Kaplan, Dr. Jessica Manzone

  9:00am – 12:00pm O CAG Pre-Conference: Classroom Demonstration Lessons 

Speakers: Dr. Sandra Kaplan, Dr. Jessica Manzone

  1:00pm – 3:15pm O CAG Pre-Conference: Curriculum Writing and Planning 

Speakers: Dr. Sandra Kaplan, Dr. Jessica Manzone

  2:00pm – 8:00pm R Regular Conference Registration

  4:00pm – 6:30pm K Conference Kick-off and Educator Panel 

Speakers: Dr. Susan Baum, Dr. Thomas P. Hébert, Dr. Sandra Kaplan, Dr. Jann Leppien, Dr. Jessica Manzone

  4:00pm – 7:00pm S Exhibit Hall

Subscribe now!

An annual subscription is just $35. 
We accept all major credit cards via Stripe.

Ask about special pricing for organizations.

Visit 2enews.com/subscribe for more information.

As a subscriber, you will receive:

•Full access to all 2eNews.com content

•Monthly updates direct to your inbox

•Variations2e magazine (fall & spring issues)

•Access to expanding archives of 2e content

•Advance notice of upcoming 2e events

•Access to top researchers in the field

Join the Conversation

2eNews.com provides readers with high-level information 
and perspectives about twice-exceptional (2e) education 
and cognitive diversity. We cover a broad range of 
topics that are essential for all educators, parents, and 
professionals. 

2eNews.com

BRIDGES 2e MEDIA

Friday
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Saturday
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Fusion has 
been the 
best thing 
we’ve ever 
done for 
our child.

Fusion Academy 
Solana Beach 
FusionSolanaBeach.com
858.792.2300

Fusion Academy 
Huntington Beach 
FusionHuntingtonBeach.com
657.200.2300

Fusion Academy 
University City
FusionUniversityCity.com
858.677.9279

Tutoring, test prep, 
and skill building.

All personalized for 
your student.

Fusion Academy is a revolutionary, accredited private middle 
and high school where all classes are one-to-one: one student 
and one teacher per classroom. This allows scheduling to 
be customized and for teachers to personalize curriculum and 
teaching styles to each student’s individual strengths, interests, and 
learning style. Students may enroll full-time, take a class for credit, 
or utilize our tutoring services any time of  the year. 

Full-Time Academy  |  Classes for Credit  |  Tutoring/Mentoring  |  Grades 6–12
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Sunday
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Mirman School cultivates the boundless potential of highly gifted children, nurtures their passions 
and talents, and seeks to develop a diverse community of creative and constructive lifelong learners.

Learn about our mission, philosophy, and more at mirman.org 
 

Resources for teachers of gifted students are available at mirman.org/gifted

Located on the west side of Los Angeles, Mirman o�ers competitive salary, bene�ts,  
and professional development opportunities for educators seeking an innovative, diverse, 

child-centered environment. Current employment listings are available on our website.
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We      our EXHIBITORS
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EXHIBITORS
Exhibitor Name Booth Location

Bridges Academy 211

California Asscoication for the Gifted-Rafße 126

California Asscoication for the Gifted Exhibits Check In Booth 128

Engine-Uity, Ltd 202

Facing Math 204

Great Books Foundation 308

Kendall Hunt Publishing Company 209

National Inventors Hall of Fame- Camp Invention 102

Schools First Federal Credit Union 410

Set Enterprises Inc 100

Stamping Till Dawn 309/408

Star Education 205/304

Summer Institute for the Gifted 303

J Taylor Education 106/108/110

Hickory Grove Press 203/302

Bright Child Books LLC (Nathan Levy) 111

Whitwerth University 208

World Council for the Gifted and Talented 124

California Mathematics Council (CMC) South 122

Portable Gifted and Talented 109

Allen ISD/Kendall Hunt 115

Society of Young Inklings 310

Beljan Psychological Services 210

Ivy League Project 315

West Love Color and Culture 123
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EXHIBITORS
Exhibitor Name Booth Location

Learning Headquarters 414

5280 Math Education 317

Kendall-Hunt Publishers 216

General Onologic Software Corporation 221.223.320.322

Punctuation Story 416

Blackbird & Company Educationa Press 404

Kool Science Inc 103

Grand Canyon University 105

Treetop Publishing Bare Books 220

Davidson Institute for Talent Development 311

Areteem Institute 402

Pieces of Learning 214

Fusion Academy 215/314

Usborne Books and More 117

Riverside Insights 217

University of California, Irvine (UCI) 116

University of California, Riverside  (UCR) 120

University of Californa, San Diego   (UCSD) 118

Nice & Bella Jewlery 112

Southern Science Supply 323

Lu La Roe 420/422

Otto Trading 222

Norwex 305

The Fringy Bit 321

Barboza Space Center 121

California Casualty 316
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NOTES
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Map
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andreas parking = 400 spaces

east lot parking
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= Information Desk Services
 - Local Dining Suggestions
 - Local Dining Reservations
 - Area A�ractions/Tours
 - Maps/Directions
 - Transportation:
  Taxi
  Hotel Shu�le & Limousine
 - Airline Boarding Pass Printing
 - Lost and Found
= ATM

WEST 
POOL DECK

EAST
POOL DECK

andreas

ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICES




